
Sentence Structure and Punctuation Drill 

In the drill below, you will find only questions that focus on sentence construction. Before you start, take a few moments 
to go back over the review material and techniques. If you don't spot an error as you read, remember that the answer 
choices may help to suggest an error for which you should look. Answers in Part VII. 

When you see the gingerbread houses of Roskilde with 

their neatly thatched roofs, the gardens filled with flowers, 

blooms, and the happy smiles on the fresh-faced inhabitants, 

it is difficult to believe that this town was once the home of a 
I 

more warlike people-the Vikings. Roskilde's main museum is 

devoted to those early inhabitants, the Vikings once wandered 
2 

throughout Europe, and by some reports, may have travel all 
3 

the way to North America as well. The museum sits on a site at 

the edge of Roskilde fiord. Where the Viking ships were once 
4 

launched on voyages of conquest and plunder. Until 20 years 

ago used only by the fishermen who still ply their trade in the 

fiord, tourists now arrive in buses at the shoreline 

to watch .local artisans build the Viking ships in the traditional 
6 

manner. 
6 

High above the fiord is Roskilde ~athedral, built by the 

famous Viking King Harold Blue-toothe in the 12008 the 
7 

is said to have converted to Christianity when a visiting priest 

was able to cure his toothache. 

58 	I Cracking the ACT 

1. A. NO CHANGE 
B. 	 flowers and blooms, 
C. 	 flowers; blooms 
D. 	 flowers, blooms 

2. F. NO CHANGE 
G. 	 inhabitants the Vikings 
H. 	 inhabitants. The Vikings 
J. 	 inhabitants. the Vikings, 

3. A. NO CHANGE 
B. 	 travels 
C. 	 traveled 
D. 	 had traveled 

4. F. NO CHANGE 
G. 	 fiord. Where, 
H. 	 fiord, where 
J. 	 fiord; where 

5. A. NO CHANGE' 
B. 	 the craggy shoreline must now be shared with tourists 

who arrive in buses 
C. 	 tourists now arrive at the craggy shoreline in buses 
D. 	 the craggy shoreline must now share itself with tourists 

who arrive in buses 

6. F. NO CHANGE 
G. 	 (Place after artisans) 
H. 	 (Place after build) 
J. 	 (Place after watch) 

7. A. NOCHANGE 
B. 	 in the 12oos. The king 
C. 	 in the 12008, the king 
D. 	 in the 1200s, the king, 

JFK
Sticky Note
C- Here the sentence, which is partially underlined, contains a list of actions: The Vikings a) once wandered and b) may have travel. Are the two verbs in the same tense? No. What did we really need here? If you said "traveled," you are absolutely correct. If you missed this as you were reading it the first time, the answer choices provide great clues. Each was just another form of a verb. Anytime you see verb changes in the answer choices, you should immediately think parallel construction. Each choice is in a different tense. Just read through them until you get a match with "wandered" The correct answer is (C). 

JFK
Sticky Note
H- The answer choices here provide an immediate clue: One of the choices breaks up the sentence into two pieces, while the others have it intact. Changes in punctuation may mean a comma splice. They don't always, of course, but we should still check. Can the clauses of both on both sides of the punctuation stand alone? Yes, they can. Aha! This is definitely a comma splice. We are now probably giving serious thought to (H), which splits the sentence in two. However, because there is more than one way to fix a comma splice, we should check the other answer choices just to see if any of them are better than (H). Choice (G) takes the comma splice and removes the comma, turning it into a run-on sentence. This is no better. Choice (J) merely inserts another pause after "the Vikings", which does not help matters. The correct answer is (H).  

JFK
Sticky Note
H- Punctuation again! Three of the choices break up the sentence: one doesn't. Let's see which is better this time. Again, we ask ourselves, can the clauses on both sides of the punctuation stand by themselves? This time, the answer is no. The clause that begins "Where the Viking ships..." is dependent. This is a sentence fragment. We need to combine the two thoughts. Our only option is (H). 

JFK
Sticky Note
B- The answer choices here give us a choice of nouns. This could be a parallel construction problem or a misplaced modifier.; Because there is no list in this case, let's check for a misplaced modifier. How does the sentence begin? Until 20 years ago used only by the freshmen who still play their trade in the fiord,... This is a long modifying phrase. The noun that comes next in the sentence must be what is being modified. Are "tourists" what the freshmen used until 20 years ago? No! This is a misplaced modifier. We can eliminate (A) and (C). In (D), the shore must share itself. Can a shore do something like that? Nope. In choice (B), the construction indicates that the freshmen and the tourists must do the sharing. The correct answer is (B). 

JFK
Sticky Note
F- We can spot the type of error ACT is looking for this time by going straight to the answer choices. This is one of those construction shift questions. Let's move "in the traditional manner" around the sentence and find the best fit. You say it was just fine where it was? You're right. The answer is (F). 

JFK
Sticky Note
B- More punctuation! Again, our choices either put the sentence together or break it apart. Can the two phrases on either side of the punctuation stand on their own? The answer this time is yes. WE have another run-on sentence. There is only one choice that breaks  up the two clauses: The correct answer is (B).

JFK
Sticky Note
B- Did you notice as you were reading that the passage begins with a list of nice things about the town of Roskilde? List often mean parallel construction. Because this is a list of things, or nouns, we need to check if everything on the list is presented in the same way. The list is composed of the gingerbread houses of Roskilde with their neatly thatched roofs, the gardens filled with flowers, blooms, and the happy smiles on the fresh-faced inhabitants. Which one of these seems a little out of place? Each of them begins with "the" except for the third item on the list. And come to think of it, the third item is a lot longer. Is "blooms" by itself a nice thing about Roskilde, or does it really belong with the gardens back in the previous item on the list? 



8 

14 

In one corner of the cathedral is a column on which the 

heights of some other famous historical figures who visited the 

cathedral are recorded. The tallest (more than seven feet tall, if 

the markings are to be believed) was Peter the Great; the 

shortest was a king of Siam; who one hopes was only a boy at 

the time. 

My most memorable vacation as a child was a trip I took to 

the Grand Canyon with my grandfather. I was only eleven at 

the time; and I'd never been outside the city of Boston. My 

grandfather, a true adventurer, decided that it was time for me 
10 

to discover the great West. My romantic picture of the 

West complete with cowboys and Indians was a little out of 
11 

date, but the incredible scenery took my breath away. 

On our first we decided that the best way to explore the 
------,.,,..--"---

vast beauty of the canyon would be to take a mule-packed trip 

down one of the trails. As I rode along on my mules back, I 
13 

noticed that each rock stratum displayed a distinctive 

hue; and violet in some places, dark brown and green 

.in others. The rock layers of the Grand Canyon are mostly 

made of limestone, freshwater shale and sandstone. The Grand 
15 

Canyon was truly magnificent. As I looked up from the floor of 

the canyon, it's imposing peaks made me realize how small I 
16 

really was. 

8. F. NO CHANGE 
G. Siam. Who 
H. Siam, whom 
J. Siam, who 

9. A. NO CHANGE 
B. at the time and 
C. at the time, and 
D. at the time. And 

10. F. NO CHANGE 
G. grandfather, a true, adventurer, 
H. grandfather: a true adventurer 
J. grandfather, a true adventurer 

11. A. NO CHANGE 
B. West-complete with cowboys and Indians-
C. West-':'complete with cowboys and Indians 
D. West; complete with cowboys and Indians, 

12. F. NO CHANGE 
G. On our first day we, 
H. On our first day, we 
J. On, our first day, we 

13. A. NO CHANGE 
B. on my mules' back 
C. on our mules' back 
D. on my mule's back 

14. F. NO CHANGE 
G. hue. Gray 
H. hue,gray 
J. hue: gray 

IS. A. NO CHANGE 
B. limestone, freshwater, shale, and sandstone. 
C. limestone, freshwater shale, and sandstone. 
D. limestone freshwater shale and sandstone. 

16. F. NO CHANGE 
G. its imposing 
H. its' imposing 
J. its, imposing 
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JFK
Sticky Note
J- More of the same. Can "who one hopes was only a boy at the time", stand on its own? No. We are down to (H) and (J). The correct answer is (J). How do you decide between "who" and "whom"? To find out, make sure you check out the Grammar and Usage chapter. 

JFK
Sticky Note
C- In the underlined portion, the semicolon breaks up two independent clauses. Of course, that is acceptable behavior for a semicolon, but only if there is no conjunction between them. Thus, we can get rid of (A). Looking at the same answer choices, none of the alternative gets rid of the conjunction. Therefore, we cannot break the two clauses into two separate sentences. This allows us to eliminate (D). When you have two independent clauses linked by a conjunction, what kind of punctuation is required? If you said a comma, you were absolutely right. The correct answer is (C).  

JFK
Sticky Note
F- Notice that the underlined portion contains two commas. When do we need two comma in a sentence? When we want to set off a clause or phrase that describes a noun in more detail but is not vital to the meaning of the sentence (a nonrestrictive element). Let's remove the phrase "a true adventurer" from the sentence. Do we lose any vital information? No. Therefore, the correct answer is (F). If you weren't sure how to correct the underlined portion, you could have looked at your answer choices. Answer choice (G) has three commas. Do they make the sentence any clearer? No. The comma after the word "true" is unnecessary. Answer choice (H) is incorrect because a colon should come after a complete thought and precede a list of related details. Answer choice (J) supplies only one comma. Remember, nonrestrictive elements need a pair of commas.  

JFK
Sticky Note
B- Because the wording is exactly the same in each of the answer choices, it is easy to see that this question can only concern punctuation. Choice (D) creates an incomplete sentence: "My romantic picture of the West;". Because this cannot stand alone, we can cross off (D). The phrase "complete with cowboys and Indians " is supposed to be a parenthetical description of the author's vision of what the West would be like. As the underlined sentence stands, it is unclear where the main clause ends and the parenthetical thought begins, so cross off (A). If there had been a pair of parentheses in one of the answer choices,     that could well have been the correct answer, but there were no parentheses in any of the choices. What is another way to surround a parenthetical thought? If you suggested dashes, you were correct. Now, look at the difference between (B) and (C). In choice (B), there are two dashes surrounding the parenthetical thought. In (C), there id only one at the beginning of the phrase. The correct answer is (B).  

JFK
Sticky Note
H- Again, we can be pretty sure that this is a question about punctuation. Let's look at the entire sentence. It beings with a long introductory phrase, followed by an independent clause. Do we need any punctuation between a long phrase and a clause? Sure. We need a comma. The only answer choice that correctly positions the comma between the phrase and the clause is (H).   

JFK
Sticky Note
D- If you look at the answer choices, you'll realize that this question is concerned with proper use of the apostrophe. Whose back is it? It is the mule's back. We need the possessive from here. Thus, (A) is immediately gone. Choice (C) uses the pronoun "our". Does this agree with the first part of the sentence? It could, but look at "back". Do "mules" have only one "back"? Nope. So (C) is out. In (B), "mules" gives the impression that she is riding more than one mule at the same time. The correct answer is (D).

JFK
Sticky Note
J- This sentence contains an independent clause followed by a list of related details, so the best punctuation mark to connect the two is the colon. A period or semicolon would be inappropriate because the sentence does not contain two independent clauses. So (F) and (G) are eliminated. A comma would not be sufficient: The related details should be set off in order to separate the hue from its description. So (H) is eliminated. The best answer to this question is (J).  

JFK
Sticky Note
C- Here we have a series of items that need commas. Eliminate (D) because it doesn't have any commas. The original sentence, (A), is missing a comma after word "shale". In (B), the adjective "freshwater" is split from the noun "shale". Commas should be placed after "limestone" and "shale". Therefore, the correct answer is (C). 

JFK
Sticky Note
G- Does the sentence require the word "its" or "it's"? If you use the word "it's", the sentence would be the same as: It is imposing peaks. This is clearly wrong. "It's" refers to the Grand Canyon. Thus, (F) is wrong. A comma is unnecessary after the word "its" in (J) because it would break up the thought of the sentence. Two down and two to go. Is an apostrophe needed after the word "its"? definitely not. There is no such word as "its". Therefore the correct answer is (G).  


